
1   www.yakima.org     Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce
10 North 9th Street
Yakima, WA 98901

P.O. Box 1490
Yakima WA 98907

Phone (509) 248-2021
Fax (509) 248-0601

News Magazine  January - February 2014

Free Admission!  Businesses and Consumers 
Join Us!

www.yakima.org


2   Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce  www.yakima.org 3   www.yakima.org     Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce

4    Message from the Chair

5    President’s Report

7    Member Profile

8    Ribbon Cuttings

C O N T E N T S

Action Report Layout & Design by: Amy O Graphics & Thane Phelan

ON THE COVER 
2014 Business 2 Consumer Expo

© 2014. All rights reserved. The Action Report is a bimonthly publication of the Greater Yakima Chamber of Com-
merce containing information for and about the Yakima business community. The Action Report is mailed to Chamber 
members and civic leaders. To submit a press release or offer comment about our publication please e-mail the Chamber 
at chamber@yakima.org, Phone (509) 248-2021, send fax to (509) 248-0601 or write to P.O. Box 1490. Yakima WA 
98907-1490. The magazine editor reserves the right to reject or edit any information to be published in the Action 
Report. Deadline to submit information is the 20th day of the previous month. Opinions expressed or implied in the 
Action Report do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce as an organization. 
The Action Report and the Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce publish (USPS501-570) monthly for $12 per year. 
Periodical postage is paid at Yakima, WA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Action Report Editor, P.O. Box 
1490, Yakima, WA 98907-1490. Advertising sales performed by the Chamber staff. Printing and binding by: The Print 
Guys Inc. Yakima, Washington

Executive Committee Members
Chair: Mike Dooley, Wilbert Precast Inc.
1st Vice Chair: Joe Mann, Ron’s Coin & Book
Immediate Past Chair: Chris Brown, Wray’s Market  	
	   Fresh IGA
Appointed by Chair: Jeff Louman, Huibregtse, Louman 	
	   Associates, Inc.
Appointed by Chair: Ron King, Radio Yakima
Legal Counsel: Don Boyd, Carlson Boyd & 
  Bailey PLLC
President/CEO: Verlynn Best, Greater Yakima Cham-
ber 	   of Commerce

Board of Directors
Mike Bastinelli, TownSquare Media
Christine Cote, Perry Technical Institute 
Jon DeVaney, Yakima Valley Growers and Shippers
Ryan Smith, Petersen CPA's and Advisors
Christine Brown, KNDO TV
Billy Fetzer, Yakima Federal Savings & Loan Association
Sue Price-Scott, Alegria and Company, P.S. 
Cindy Soto, Hapo Community Credit Union
Greg Sawyer, Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital

Ex-Officio Members
Tony O’Rourke, City of Yakima City Manager
Sean Hawkins, Yakima Economic Development Manager
Dominic Rizzi, Yakima Chief of Police
Mike Leita, Yakima County Commissioner
LTC R. Darrell O’Steen, Post Commander - 

YakimaTraining Center
Linda Johnson, SBDC - Small Business

Development Center
Craig Dwight, YV Tech
John Cooper, Yakima Valley Tourism
Dave McFadden, New Vision

Administrative Team members:
Verlynn Best, President & CEO
Thane Phelan, Vice President
Craig Terry, VP of Member Services
Amy Lopez, Information and Events Coordinator
Tracy Dumas, Member Services Representative
Ryan Huibregtse, Member Services Representative

Mission Statement: “The 
Greater Yakima Chamber of 
Commerce is an organization 
that promotes pride in our di-
verse communities through 
positive, active leadership aimed 
at creating a cohesive, successful 
business climate in our County.”

10    Member Events

11   Yakima Valley Pippins

13    New Members

14    Renewing Members

Tax Credit pays 30% of your cost
Up to $5000 cash back per year!

Free Electricity 
Reduce / Eliminate Energy Bills

BeHealthy-Wealthy.com   •   509-910-8844

Tired? Stressed? Overworked? Depressed? Overweight?
Or

Would you just like to be Healthier?  Get your energy back and 
get your family on the track to healthy living.
We get one life here on Earth, how are you spending yours?  If 
you are at the top of your game physically and mentally maybe 
you could show this ad to someone it could help.

Life changing, healthy, personal nutrition is not new, it has been 
recommended by doctors for centuries.  Now, with our guide-
line, you can sculpt your way to healthy living, feel better, look 
better, have more energy and live longer.

Need more information?  Come to one of our 1 hour, free semi-
nars and get a road map to being Healthy.  It really is easy, be 
good to your body, and it will be good to you, FOR LIFE!

Now, even better news.  You can get your Nutritional Supple-
ments free, paid for by showing people how they worked for you, 
and you can make a decent part time or, as some of our associ-
ates can attest, a very, very, very good full time income. You can 
make a residual income that can last for your children and even 
their children.

Or
At this time I am not interested in getting my products free.  I 
will order my products at BeHealthy-Wealthy.com.

Essentials Line:  Get me back in shape supplements

Edge Line: For the active lifestyle

Wild Line: Three powerful, organic super foods

Thrive Line:  Targeted, whole body Nutrition

Convince me!  OK, look in the mirror, scan yourself, physically, 
mentally and emotionally.  Are you who you want to be? If you 
see any room for improvement or change, we can help.  This is 
not magic.  Deep down, most of us know what our weaknesses 
are.  We want to help, but you must take the first step. Place 
your order today.  Or at least sign up for one of our free semi-
nars.  It’s your body and your life; be healthy and live longer.

Full month supply - only $63

Full month supply - only $125

Full month supply - only $188

Full month supply - only $250

Do you Pay an Energy Bill every month?
Eliminate it!

Your Renewable Energy SuperStore

COST LE$$ ENERGY

www.solar77.com • COSTLLE913QS • Est. 1979
2008 So. 1st St. •  Yakima, WA 98903 • 509-248-9987

Open 1pm-5pm, Tuesday-Saturday.  Open anytime by appointment.  Call 509-248-9987

40101

FREE MONEY SAVING QUOTES

Residential, Commercial,
Industrial or Governmental ( ROI )

Your Return on 
Investment is 
100%!  You get 

FREE Energy 
and you get

all of your
MONEY
BACK!

SALE Never Pay for Electricity Again!

SAVING YOU MONEY AND SAVING OUR PLANET!

$0 down Financing is available, oac, apply today
* No Sales Tax 

Solar Panel
Battery Maintainer

Reg $39.95

Sale $19.95
Limited quantities

* call or come in for details and to get your Free Flier

It’s so hard to say goodbye, 
so we are not going to!  How 
about until we meet again, 
my friend, community leader, 
and servant.   You will be 
missed, Dale Carpenter!  Just 
yesterday I came across a note 
from a conversation we had 
about how you wanted me to 
tell our members and readers 
of the Action Report about 
how lucky we are to live in the 
Yakima Valley!  
So I dedicate this to you, 
Dale…your words, your life, 
your passion! 

~ Verlynn Best

Let’s all work to put a higher shine on our Valley because it is a rare and 
beautiful gem!
                                                                 Dale Carpenter - 2013

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
mailto:chamber@yakima.org


4   Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce  www.yakima.org 5   www.yakima.org     Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce

Verlynn Best
President & CEO

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Mike Dooley
Chair of the Board of Directors

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Greetings to all! 

I trust everyone had a Happy 
Holiday Season. Hopefully everyone 
got to spend time with family and 
friends, and got everything they 
wished for.  Now it’s a new year and 
time to get busy.  

Since my last report, the Chamber 
put on the Ted Robertson Awards 
Banquet.  Congrats to this year’s 
winners, Greg and Jan Luring.  The 
Convention Center was packed with 
family, friends, and associates to 
help celebrate these most deserving  

people.  There were about two 
hundred more attendees than our 
previous record attendance.  It truly 
shows the impact these two have 
made in our community.  It was 
simply amazing to listen to the list 
of organizations which the Lurings 
have been a part of over the years.  
That is one of the best things about 
this community. There are so many 
people like the Lurings who get 
involved and make things happen to 
make our community a better place.  
Many times there is no recognition 
for these people.  So, please take the 
time to remember and appreciate all 
the people who donate money, serve 
on organization boards, and do the 
work behind the scenes.  

I had no idea how many people 
donated time, resources, and energy 
to helping organizations in our 
community until I participated in 
the Leadership Yakima Program. It 
really opened my eyes to the giving 
nature of many people here.  That is 
just one of the many things you can 
learn through Leadership Yakima.  
If interested in more information 

on Leadership Yakima, or to get an 
application for you or an employee, 
contact the Chamber office or online 
on the Leadership Yakima page at 
www.yakima.org. 

The Chamber Christmas party 
was a great time.  Thank you to the 
staff for doing such a wonderful 
job. I would, also like to thank, all 
the business members that donated 
items to the raffle. Regional Hospital 
provided some great appetizers for 
the event.  We, also, had some great 
samples of beer and wine from the 
local producers.  It always amazes me 
how many people you run into at this 
annual party.  It was great to catch 
up with old friends and members, 
and I, also, had an opportunity to 
visit with some members I had never 
met before. You really are never done 
networking at the Chamber. 

I hope everyone has a healthy and 
prosperous year.  Stay engaged and 
help make this community a better 
place and don’t forget... the Chamber 
is here to help you and to represent 
the commerce community in our 
valley.

Home is where your heart is, right?  

Please join me in a commitment to shop completely local for 2014.  I began to 
think on this while reading some Facebook posts on what some see as shopping 
local.  For me, this means everything…we buy our cars, groceries, clothes, gifts, 
and many other things right here in Yakima County.  Local businesses employ 
us, pay taxes, and serve us in our community.  It’s the best way to pay it forward 
in local commerce.

The Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce is committed to serving all 
businesses in our community no matter how big or small!  So, join me in 
making the most important New Year’s resolution you can make… SHOP 
LOCAL for 2014! 

Headquartered in Yakima, Washington, Borton Fruit is a premium grower, packer and shipper of world-famous apples, 
pears and cherries. 
For years the fourth-generation family business has taken 
advantage of Pacific Power’s energy efficiency programs to help 
reduce the energy use of refrigeration, compressed air, lighting and 
other equipment, lower costs and improve production processes. 
“Working with Pacific Power, we started becoming very aware of 
how many dollars could be saved by paying attention to our energy 
usage,” said Malcolm Hanks, engineer at Borton Fruit. “Any time 
it becomes obvious there’s an energy-saving opportunity, it’s a 
‘no-brainer’ that we’re going to work with them again.” 
Upgrades save energy, enhance quality 
The company recently added 36 controlled atmosphere rooms to 
its facility in Zillah, Washington. Fruit grown in the Columbia 
Basin and Snake River areas is shipped to this facility after it’s 
picked and stored in the CA rooms for up to 10 months. 
As part of its latest project through Pacific Power’s wattsmart 
program, Borton Fruit received technical assistance from Cascade 
Energy to implement energy efficiency measures for the CA rooms’ refrigeration system. 
Hanks explained, “The whole idea behind controlled atmosphere is we’re putting the fruit to ‘sleep’ so it doesn’t mature 
too fast. If the oxygen level is too low or carbon dioxide levels too high or the room is too cold, it causes issues depending 
on the variety. The goal is to take good care of the fruit – it needs to be in its premier condition for selling when we open 
the room.” 
The energy-saving measures included installing variable frequency drives on condenser and evaporator fans, as well as on 
a 300 horsepower screw compressor. Upgrades were also made to the computer control system for the equipment. Borton 
Fruit has 1,750 horsepower of compressors providing refrigeration at its facility in Zillah.
“The computer system gives our refrigeration operators great information and history. We get improved process control 
and the ability to optimize energy usage,” said Hanks. “And if something gets out of set point, or there’s an issue going 
on, the system is tied into a phone dialer and the operator very quickly gets notified.” 
Project benefits blossom 
Borton Fruit’s recent refrigeration system upgrades received nearly $67,980 in Pacific Power wattsmart incentives, slicing 
the project’s simple payback from 4 ½ years to less than two. The improvements are saving the company 457,650 kilowatt-
hours in electricity and more than $25,000 in energy costs per year. 
Since 1994, energy efficiency projects implemented through Pacific Power programs have saved Borton Fruit a total of 
nearly 12.2 million kwh in electricity and $686,000 in energy costs annually. 
Hanks noted Pacific Power’s wattsmart program helps all customers in the long term. “If we’re using less energy, Pacific 
Power doesn’t have to build so many power plants. It’s a win-win.” 
For more information on Pacific Power’s energy efficiency incentives, contact your account manager or visit bewattsmart.
com

Borton Fruit is realizing significant savings from refrigeration 
and other energy upgrades at its Yakima Valley operation. Pictured 
are Toby Freeman, Pacific Power corporate account manager (left) 
and Malcolm Hanks, Borton Fruit engineer.

Fruit Company Makes Efficiency a Core Practice

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
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Assurance Healthcare & 
Counseling Center; healthcare is 
broken. We're here to fix it.

While health insurance is getting 
more expensive, more confusing, 
and is making it generally harder 
for people to access good care, 
we are making healthcare more 
affordable, simple, and easier to 
access. For businesses, the best 
news is that we have plans that 
will help not only individuals and 
families, but businesses as well.

Dr. Richard Edgerly, the 
founder of Assurance Healthcare 
& Counseling Center, has been 
a family practice physician in the 
Yakima Valley for over 17 years. 
He has been the Chief of Staff 
at Yakima Regional Medical 
& Cardiac Center as well as 
the Chairman of the National 
Physician Executive Committee. 
As Physician Director of the 
Central Washington Medical 
Group, Dr. Edgerly decided to 
start Assurance Healthcare & 
Counseling Center in order to 
improve care for his patients 
and to provide an affordable and 
quality healthcare opportunity for 
business owners.

For a low monthly fee, members 
of Assurance Healthcare & 

Counseling Center have access to 
our healthcare team that provides 
quality preventative, primary, 
and urgent care - covering 95% 
or more of a typical person's 
healthcare needs. A membership 
includes the following:

•Unlimited primary healthcare 
appointments.
•Same or next day appointments 
for urgent care.
•Free sports and annual physicals 
(including lab work).
•Brief, solution-focused mental 
health services.
•No insurance deductibles.
•No facility charges or insurance 
co-pays.
•Wholesale prescriptions.
•24/7 on-call access to our 
healthcare team.
•Completely private healthcare 
records.

By eliminating the office visit co-
pay and offering unlimited office 
visits, we are making healthcare 
more affordable in the short 
term and we are keeping people 
healthier, which saves on health 
costs in the long term. We are also 
able to promise same and next 
day appointments by limiting the 
number of members per physician 
- which will help cut down on 
emergency room visits / costs.  

Although the ACA encourages 
the use of physician extenders, we 
value the experience and expertise 
of physicians, meaning that 
members are guaranteed to see a 
physician when coming into our 
clinic.

Our monthly fee structure is 
based on age: 

Children 0-18: $35
Adults 19-64: $95
Seniors 65+: $125

We offer a corporate rate of $85 
for any business that pays for 10 
or more employees (including 
spouses or family members). 

Businesses with 30 or more 
employees can take advantage 
of an excellent comprehensive 
ACA compliant healthcare 
plan. Assurance Healthcare & 
Counseling Center has partnered 
with Physician Care Direct, a 
company that helps employers 
partially self-fund their healthcare 
and keep costs down by utilizing 
the fixed cost of our membership-
based primary care. Businesses in 
the Yakima Valley have already 
been able to save on employee 
health plans while being able 
to offer a superior benefit to 
employees. 

Contact Assurance Healthcare 
& Counseling Center for more 
information at: (509) 823-4650, 
info@assurancehealth.org or 
AssuranceHealth.org.

MEMBER PROFILE

 5800 Summitview Ave.
 457-7895

FREE Business 
Checking
Available to locally owned businesses

Charges for other services may apply

PERRY TECH

Over the last seven years, 
Perry Technical Institute has 
experienced phenomenal growth 
– the student body has grown by 
85%.
     “In order to continue to grow, 
we must expand our campus,” said 
Perry President Christine Coté.
      For the first time in the school’s 
history, Perry Technical Institute 
is launching a Capital Campaign. 
The goal of the campaign is to 

raise the $7.5 million needed to 
construct a 34,500-square foot 
building on the northeast corner 
of campus.
     The new building will be 
named Plath Hall in honor of 
the longtime support of the late 
Fred Plath and his wife, Dorothy. 
Plath Hall will provide a new 
home for Perry’s Instrumentation 
& Industrial Automation 
Technology Program, allow 

for expansion of the Electrical, 
Welding and Machine programs, 
and free up space for the addition 
of new training programs. 
     Designed by the Yakima 
firm of Brockway, Opfer, Raab 
Architecture, the facility will mimic 
the industrial nature of the Perry 
campus with a functional, no-frills 
design. Construction is scheduled 
to begin in the fall of 2014. 
Students from Perry’s Heating, 
Ventilation, Air Conditioning/
Refrigeration Technology, 
Information Technology & 
Communication Systems, and 
Electrical Technology programs 
will work on construction of 
the new building. This reduces 
construction costs while providing 
a practical training ground for 
students in these three programs.
     For more information on 
the project or to contribute 
to the capital campaign, call 
Perry Technical Foundation at 
509.453.0374 or visit the school’s 
website, www.perrytech.edu.

Perry Technical Institute Launches $7.5M Capital Campaign

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
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RIBBON CUTTINGS
CENTURY 21 Central Realty is a local residential and commercial real estate sales 
organization and broker office serving the Yakima area. 420 S. 72nd Avenue Suite 180 
Yakima, WA 98908 (509) 575-0200

Aspire Wellness Group - Our Mission at Aspire Wellness is a place 
where the genuine care and comfort of our guest is our highest 
mission. We pledge to provide the finest treatments & facilities 
for our guests, who will always enjoy a warm, relaxed, yet refined 
ambiance. The Aspire Wellness experience enlivens the senses, instills 
well-being, and fulfills even the unexpressed wishes and needs of 
our guests. Relax. Refresh. Renew... it's what you do with Aspire 
Wellness Group. 1015 S. 40th Avenue Suite #18 Yakima, WA 98908 
(509) 965-0850

Northwest Harvest increases warehouse 
space capacity to better serve Yakima and 
the surrounding area. Northwest Harvest 
is a non-profit food bank distributor,  
distributing food to more than 360 food 
banks, meal programs & high need schools 
through warehouses in Yakima, Kent, 
Grays Harbor & Spokane.
 
911 S. 3rd Street Yakima, WA 98901 
(509) 575-6956

Staci's Catering is fully licensed and equipped to offer you a complete range of 
catered services.  I am determined to be the best caterer in the valley. 3108 West 
Washington Ave Yakima, WA 98902 (509) 480-2084 

Unforgettable - '' Moments to Remember'', offering 
unforgettable wedding gowns and special-occasions 
dresses, sparkling jewelry, charming gifts, and home 
and tabletop decorations for any special event. 5635 
Summitview Ave Yakima, WA 98908 (509) 969-3001 
www.unforgettableyakima.com 

CHAMBER EVENTS

Evie grew up in family owned 
restaurants. Residents of Yakima, 
Washington recognize her name as 
meaning: QUALITY FOOD & 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE.  
3402 W Nob Hill BLVD 
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 453-3244 

There was a full house at the Grand Opening of the new 
Downtown McDonald's Corner of 1st and Yakima Ave.

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
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Large Business Winner
KeyBank - Downtown Yakima  
102 E Yakima Ave
Yakima, WA 

YAKIMA VALLEY PIPPINSUnemployment Insurance for Corporate Officers Changes (again) in 2014

By Sheryl Hutchison, Communications Director
Employment Security Department

The state legislature has once again changed benefit-eligibility rules for corporate officers. 

Businesses that want to provide unemployment insurance for their corporate officers for all of 2014 must 
submit a Voluntary Election Form to Employment Security by March 1, 2014. If the form is submitted after 
that date, the corporate officers will be covered only for the balance of the year. 

Here’s what changed
Beginning in 2014, most corporate officers will not be eligible for unemployment benefits unless the 
corporation voluntarily applies to be covered and the Employment Security Department approves the 
application. If a business wants to cover even one corporate officer, it must cover all of them. 

The new law now provides more latitude for granting unemployment benefits to a corporate officer who 
owns 10 percent or more of the corporation (or has a family member who is a corporate officer and owns 10 
percent or more). 

Specifically, the officer may qualify for unemployment benefits if less than 25 percent of the wages used 
to establish his or her claim came from the corporation. Previously, this corporate officer would have been 
ineligible for benefits if any wages used to establish the claim were received from the corporation. 

Corporate wages paid through the end of 2013 can be used to establish an unemployment claim until the 
spring of 2015, even if the officer is no longer covered after 2013.

For more information, we’ve posted some questions and answers on our website. http://www.esd.wa.gov/
uitax/corporateofficers/faq.php

YAKIMA VALLEY PIPPINS TO TAKE THE FIELD IN 2014
Selah Native Marcus McKimmy will lead Yakima Valley in its Inaugural WCL campaign

After three months of fan voting, community feedback and internal design work, the newest West 
Coast League (WCL) franchise will take the field in 2014 as the Yakima Valley Pippins. The team also 
announced that Selah native Marcus McKimmy, the head coach of the Yakima Valley Community 
College baseball team, would lead the team as the inaugural manager. The announcement was made 
in front of more than 800 students, faculty and staff at Selah Intermediate School, in Selah, WA.

"It is an exciting day!" said Pippins director of operations Noel Zanchelli. "It has been such a 
pleasure to work within the community to develop these important first steps, and I look forward to 
continuing these efforts as Marcus and I work together to build a winning team that the whole region 
can be proud of."

McKimmy, a former player in the WCL with fellow WCL East division member Wenatchee, played collegiately at Columbia 
Basin College (2005-06), San Jose State (2007) and Gonzaga (2008) after prepping at Selah High School. While at Selah, he led the 
Vikings to two Washington state Final Four appearances, finishing third in the state in both 2001 and 2004. His career in the WCL 
garnered recognition in 2006, as he was an All-WCL Honorable Mention performer for the Applesox. He took over the head job at 
YVC this past season, and led the Yaks to a third-place finish in the NWAACC with a 33-19 record.

"Marcus' experience in the WCL was an important factor in hiring him," said Zanchelli. "He has had success at every level of the 
game, and I look forward to doing all I can to help him lead the Pippins to a WCL Championship."

"I look forward to Opening Day," said McKimmy. "I am excited to be a part 
of the Pippins taking the field for the first time in front of friends and family in 
my hometown who have helped me find some success in this game."

The Pippins brand features vibrant colors that reflect those found in the 
sunshine, majestic mountains, and rolling farmlands of the Yakima Valley. 
Legends Green, Pippins Green and Columbia Sky Blue are a strong message 
that Yakima Valley is a community and club that will create a new standard 
in the WCL. The brand was developed by Studio Simon, the leading brand 
development
studio in all of baseball. Studio Simon principal Dan Simon was able to capture 
the vision and heart of the Yakima Valley throughout the entire process, working 

hand-in-hand with Zanchelli and Pacific Baseball Ventures COO Zachary Fraser to create a brand that is unique to the Yakima 
community.

“Dan is one of the greats in the game at creating brand identities that are truly that – identities – not just logos,” said Fraser. “We 
look forward to integrating this brand throughout the entire fan and player experience at Yakima County Stadium.”

The team name is a nod to the past, the present and the future of the game in the Valley. The past lends reference to the Pippins 
Baseball Club that represented the community from 1937-1941 as a member of the Western International League. The present is 
captured with the apple playing a prominent role in the presentation of the brand and across the primary, secondary, and alternate 
marks, just as the apple industry continues to play a vital role in the lives of many in the region. The future is found in colors that draw 
attention to the bright future that the Yakima Valley is poised to experience, 
both on and off the baseball diamond. Additional brand elements, including 
home, road, and alternate uniforms and the team mascot, will be released in 
spring of 2014.

Tickets are now on sale for the 2014 season, including full-season and partial-
season packages, as well as select team merchandise. Those interested in being 
part of something great from the start are asked to contact Noel Zanchelli at 
206.271.7820 or by email at noel@pippinsbaseball.com. The Pippins offices and 
team phone lines will be fully functional by January 2014, and a team store, 
stadium improvements and other fan-friendly amenity projects will begin in 
early spring 2014.

The agency responsible for developing and marketing tourism for the Yakima Valley has a new name. The 
Yakima Valley Visitors & Convention Bureau 
will be doing business as Yakima Valley Tourism. 
The change resulted from a board retreat last year 
as the organization made future plans for tourism 
in the region. 
Yakima Valley Tourism made the announcement 
at the Yakima Convention Center where it 

presented to the public updates and issues facing the local, state and national 
tourism industries.

“The new name is easier to 
remember, better reflects our mission 
and coincides with the launch of 
our six-year strategic plan,” stated 
John Cooper, President & CEO. “Our organization is responsible for all facets of tourism 
including conventions and groups, visitor services, sports and leisure travel. Tourism is an 
inclusive word for all sectors of the industry.”
The main website the organization will use to promote the Yakima Valley will be www.
yakimavalleytourism.com .
Yakima Valley Tourism is a non-profit trade association. It has been known as Yakima Valley 
Visitors & Convention Bureau since forming in 1957. 

Yakima Valley Tourism

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

Serving the Yakima and Kittitas Counties of Washington since 1962 | www.CVBankWA.com | 800.422.1566

Central Valley Customer: 
Imperial’s Garden 
509.877.2766 
yakimatomatoes@gmail.com

Discover Excellence
Dawn has always been there for me when I have needed her. I trust Central Valley Bank  
for their commitment to excellence and continued support to my success. 
 —Manuel Imperial

Business Banker:
Dawn Williams
Union Gap 509.576.0424

Pictured (L to R): Manuel Imperial, David Young and Bethany Imperial of Imperial’s Garden 
with Dawn Williams (2nd from left)

February Special 
Romantic Dinner for Two Delivered to your 

door! $79.95 plus tax

Choice of: (2) 8 oz. Prime Rib with Lobster, (2) Honey Glazed Cor-
nish Game Hens, or Seafood Platter for (2) with Salmon, Prawns & 
Lobster tails. All choices come with Steamed Veggies, Shrimp Lou-
ie Salad for two, Garlic Cheese Biscuits & a Cherry Cheese cake! 

With choice of Baked Potato or Garlic Baby Reds.

This special must be preordered by 2/10/14
Delivery free within 3 miles of our delivery area.

We deliver any meal off our regular menu 
6 days a week! From Roast Baked Turkey to 

Prime Rib or BBQ Baby Back Ribs. 
Or select your favorite from 30 different choices! 
Regular Prices range from 8.95-15.95 per person. 

From our house to your house, Dinner is Ready!!!
3402 W. Nob Hill Blvd. Yakima WA

509-453-3244 
Serving Yakima and Catering since 1989!!

For booth information contact the Chamber at 
509.248.2021 or online at www.yakima.org

Yakima Convention Center 

February 12, 2014   1-7pm  Patrick True and Sonia Rodriguez 
True are merging their respective 
longstanding local law practices 
to form the True Law Group. 
Patrick has been practicing 
law for 17years specializing in 
criminal defense, family law 
and general practice. Sonia has 
been practicing law for 13 years 
specializing in family law.  Patrick 
and Sonia are pleased to become 
members of the Yakima Chamber 
of Commerce and welcome the 
opportunity to provide for your 
legal needs.

Yakima Valley Visitors & 
Convention Bureau Selects 
Officers and New Board 

Members

The Yakima Valley Visitors & 
Convention Bureau announces 
the appointment of a new 
chairman of the board of directors 
as well as new board members for 
2014.  Wanda Riel with Holiday 
Inn Downtown will be Chair of 
the Board; Jennifer Bliesner with 
Terril, Lewis & Wilke Insurance 
will serve as Vice Chair; Maureen 
Adkison Yakima City Council 
member will serve as Secretary/
Treasurer and Ryan Beckett with 

RE/MAX Traditions continues as 
Past Chair.

Wanda Riel
New members elected to a three 
year term to the board are Chris 
Pauling with Prudential Almon 
Realty; John Baule with the 
Yakima Valley Museum; Loren 
Belton of the Toppenish City 
Council and Pepper Fewel of 
Cherry Wood Bed, Breakfast & 
Barn.

The Yakima Valley Visitors 
and Convention Bureau is the 
designated tourism marketing 
organization for the Yakima 
Valley.

Jennifer Bliesner

Solarity Credit Union Launches 
Mobile Deposit!

Solarity Credit Union’s suite of 
member-friendly products and 
services just got bigger! In mid-
December Solarity enhanced its 
Mobile Banking feature to now 
include Mobile Deposit. The New 
Year will mark the kick off of a 
marketing campaign to highlight 
the new service. Members can 
now deposit checks, anywhere at 
any time with this new feature. 
Snap. Send. Spend.
Mobile Deposit is the newest 
of Solarity’s efforts to introduce 
innovative and convenient 
solutions for members. Since 
the product’s soft-launched two 
weeks ago, over 475 deposits have 
been made.
The Solarity Mobile Banking app 
also offers bill pay, transfer and 
ATM locating tools and works 
on iPhones, iPads and Android 
devices.

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org
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RENEWING MEMBERS

Chamber Members who renewed 
their Memberships in August & September 2013

Please support these businesses that support your Chamber!

NEW MEMBERS
October & November 2013

Abeyta-Nelson, P.C.
Attorneys
Denielle Beaulaurier - Office Manager
1102 W. Yakima Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902-3029
(509) 575-1588
injurylaw@abeytanelson.com
http://www.abeytanelson.com

Assurance Healthcare And Counseling 
Center
Healthcare Providers
Jason Larsen - CFO/Owner
1020 S 40th Ave Suite A
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 823-4650
jason@assurancehealth.org
http://assurancehealth.org

Bee Clutter Free
Professional Organizers
Susan Lounsbury - Professional Organizer
700 B N. 42nd Ave
Yakima, WA 98908
(509) 833-9386
beeclutterfree@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/beeclutterfree

Best Buy Co., Inc.
Consumer Electronics Suppliers
Parker Hanslin - Manager
2321 S 1st St
Yakima, WA 98903-1601
(509) 494-0495
Fax: (509) 494-6302
parker.hanslin@bestbuy.com
http://www.bestbuy.com

Better- Haul Auto Logistics LLC
Towing Companies & Trucking
Johathan Ripplinger - President
PO Box 148
Yakima, WA 98942
(509) 248-5874
jripplinger@betterhaul.com
http://www.betterhaul.com

Caffe Capri Italia Coffee & Bistro
Coffee/Espresso & Restaurants
Marcia Green - Owner
2529 Main ST #118 STE C-5
Union Gap , WA 98903
(509) 575-9999
caffecapricoffee@gmail.com
http://www.caffecapriyakima.com

Cascade Sign & Fabrication, LLC
Sign Companies
James Johnson - Custom Sales
108 W. Mead Avenue
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 972-8099
jamesj.cascade@gmail.com
http://cascade-sign.com

CNC Cutting Solutions NW
Sign Companies, Advertising & Marketing,
Graphic Design
Casey Siekawitch - Owner / Operator
4706 Tieton Drive
Yakima, WA 98908
(509) 424-3100
casey@cnccuttingsolutionsnw.com
http://www.cnccuttingsolutionsnw.com

Evie's Catering Inc.
Caterers, Food Service Provider, Food 
Service Supplier, Restaurants
Evie Voelker - Owner
3402 W Nob Hill BLVD 
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 453-3244
evie@govcatering.com
http://www.eviescatering.com 

Inklings Bookshop
Bookstore
Susan Richmond - Co-Owner
5629 Summitview Ave
Yakima, WA 98908
(509) 965-5830
sue@inklingsbookshop.com
http://www.inklingsbookshop.com

Koi Bistro 
Restaurants
Diep Miller - Owner
1606 W Nob Hill Blvd
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 575-0122
dtm317@gmail.com

Lowe's Home Improvement Warehouse
Hardware & Home Improvement
Brian Bruley - Store Manager
2500 Rudkin Rd
Union Gap, WA 98903-1632
(509) 576-7750
brian.p.bruley@store.lowes.com
http://www.lowes.com

MassMutual
Insurance & Financial Services
Fred Nyberg - Agency Partner
612 North 39th Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902
(509) 969-5859
Fax: (503) 221-0493
fnyberg@financialguide.com
http://www.massmutual.com/

Morgan Stanley - Isa Loeb
Wealth Management 
Isa Loeb - Financail Advisor
610 E Yakima Ave 
Yakima, WA 98901
(509) 248-5220
isa.loeb@morganstanley.com
http://www.morganstanley.com

Office Max #393
Office Equipment & Supplies
Curt Butterfield - Store Manager
128 N Fair Ave
Yakima, WA 98901-4522
(509) 452-1232
store0393@officemax.com
http://www.officemax.com
 
Phone Shop
Wireless Sales & Service, Telephone 
Equipment & Supplies
Walter Blizzard - Owner
1209 E Washington
Yakima, WA 98903
(509) 833-2544
info@phoneshopyakima.com
http://www.phoneshopyakima.com

Top Hat Limosine
Limousine Service
Brad Simmons - Owner
1711 Birchfield
Yakima, WA 98901
(509) 469-6400
tophatlimos@gmail.com
http://tophatlimos.com 

Total Merchant Concepts INC 
Credit Card Services
Alex Nickoloff - Trusted Business 
Consultant
12300 A NE Fourth Plain BLVD
Vancouver, WA 98682
(360) 980-2029
Alex@TotalMerchantConcepts.com
http://totalmerchantconcepts.com

 True Law Group 
Attorneys
Sonia Rodriguez-True - President
303 E D ST #2
Yakima, WA 98901
(509) 248-7272
srodrigueztrue@srtlawoffice.com

Twigs Bistro & Martini Bar
Restaurants
Brandi Romero - General Manager
2529 Main ST STE D24
Yakima, WA 98903
(509) 469-9327
bromero@twigsbistro.com
http://www.twigsbistro.com

Yakima Valley Pippins 
Professional Sports Teams
Noel Zanchelli - Director of Operations
1301 S Fair Ave 
Yakima, WA 98901
(206) 271-7820
noel@pippinsbaseball.com
http://www.pippinsbaseball.com/

Member for 90 + Years:
International Paper - 101 Years

Member for 70 - 79 Years:
Halverson Northwest Law Group - 77 Years
Keith & Keith Funeral Services - 74 Years

Member for 60 - 69 Years:
QBSI - A Xerox Company - 61 Years

Members for 50 - 59 Years:
Cascade Natural Gas Corp. - 58 Years
McKinney Glass - 55 Years
KNDO TV - 54 Years
Argus Insurance, Inc. - 53 Years
Shaw & Sons Funeral Directors - 52 Years

Member for 40 - 49 Years:
Dunbar Jewelers - 47 Years

Members for 30 - 39 Years:
Langevin-Mussetter Funeral Home - 37 
Years
Stanley S. Pratt - Individual Member - 37 
Years
Chalet Dental - 36 Years
Yakima Valley Community College - 36 
Years
Comprehensive Mental Health - 35 Years
Tri-Ply Construction, LLC - 34 Years
Planned Parenthood of Greater Washington 
and North Idaho - 34 Years
Solarity Credit Union - Home Office - 32 
Years
Solarity Credit Union - Westside - 32 Years
Yakima Valley Museum & Historical 
Association - 30 Years

Members for 20 - 29 Years:
Gray Surveying & Engineering, Inc - 29 
Years
DSHS - Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation - 28 Years
T & M Heating of Washington, Inc. - 28 
Years
Cowiche Growers, Inc. - 27 Years
Red Lion Hotel Yakima Center - 22 Years
Yakima Tennis Club - Indoor Facilities - 22 
Years
Ken Leingang Excavating, Inc. - 22 Years
Thomas Upton Surveying - 20 Years

Members for 15 - 19 Years:
Triumph Treatment Services - 19 Years
Pacific Alliance Title, LLC - 17 Years
Yakima-Watermill, Inc. - 17 Years
Fextex Systems, Inc. - 16 Years
Orchard - Rite, Ltd. - 16 Years

Columbia Asphalt & Gravel, Inc. - 15 Years
Columbia Ready - Mix Inc - 15 Years
Akland Pump & Irrigation Co., Inc - 15 
Years
All American Self Storage - 15 Years
AAA Washington - 15 Years
Lynch Distributing, Inc. - 15 Years
Sound Mart Satellite TV - 15 Years
Don Jordan Energy Systems, Inc. - 15 Years
Joe Park Construction, LLC - 15 Years
MSI Construction, Inc. - 15 Years
Miller Glass Corp. - 15 Years
Englewood Garden Villas - 15 Years

Members for 10 - 14 Years:
Bruner Painting, Inc. - 14 Years
Glenmoor Green Apartments - 14 Years
Red Lobster - 12 Years
Columbia Distributing - 12 Years
Meredith Furniture, Inc - 12 Years
Center For Counseling & Psychotherapy, 
LLC - 11 Years
Behavioral Health Services - 11 Years
Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinic - 11 
Years
Valley Dermatology Associates - 11 Years
Fairfield Inn & Suites By Marriott - 10 
Years

Members for 5 -9 Years:
Kana Winery - Palmer Wright Wine 
Company, LLC - 9 Years
Farwest Fabricators, Inc. - 9 Years
Pacific Northwest University of Health 
Sciences - 8 Years
Washington Fruit Place & Gift Shop at 
Barrett Orchard - 7 Years
BBSI - 7 Years
Mayan Sun, Inc - 7 Years
Ummelina Yakima Valley Spa Retreat - 6 
Years
OHANA Mammography Center - 6 Years
Central Washington Family Medicine 
Clinic - 6 Years
Community Health of Central Washington 
- 6 Years
Naches Medical Clinic - 6 Years
Bob Hall's Mazda - 6 Years
Hilton Garden Inn Yakima - 6 Years
Ledgestone Hotel - 6 Years
Sole Therapy Day Spa - 6 Years
Tony's Steakhouse - 5 Years
Garden Dance - 5 Years
Natural Accent Flooring, Inc. - 5 Years

Members for 1 -4 Years:
First Fruits Marketing of Washington - 4 
Years

Action Towing & Storage - 4 Years
Bob's Burgers & Brew - 4 Years
M Sevigny Construction Inc - 3 Years
John Hunter Foundation - 3 Years
The Wood Shed at Eagle Rock Resort - 3 
Years
Treveri Cellars - 3 Years
Blossom House - 3 Years
Copiers Northwest - 3 Years
AAU Sports - Amateur Athletic Union - 3 
Years
Tieton Capital Management - 3 Years
Edward Jones - Brooke Finch, Financial 
Advisor - 2 Years
Edward Jones - Jorrell Jewett-Meyer, 
Financial Advisor - 2 Years
Edward Jones - Marcelle L. Winn, Financial 
Advisor - 2 Years
Edward Jones - Scott Holt, Financial 
Advisor - 2 Years
Liberty Tax Service - 2 Years
Youngevity Yakima - 2 Years
Cornerstone Home Lending - Yakima - 2 
Years
Office Solutions Northwest - 2 Years
Send Out Cards - 2 Years
Inland Pipe & Supply Presents the Bath & 
Kitchen Showplace - 2 Years
The Home Depot 4727 - 2 Years
AT&T - Union Gap - 2 Years
AT&T - Yakima - 2 Years
Kimmel Athletic Supply Co., Inc - 2 Years
Yakima Youth Soccer Association - 2 Years
Humane Society of Central Washington - 1 
Year
Unforgettable - '' Moments to Remember'' 
- 1 Year
Robinson Drilling & Development, Inc. - 1 
Year
Human Resources & Management 
Solutions - 1 Year
Shorty's Sweets, Treats 'N Cakes - 1 Year
Party Lite - Sally Pierone - 1 Year
American Red Cross - Blood Services - 1 
Year
Express Employment Professionals - 1 Year
Yakima Valley Technical Skills Center - 1 
Year
Washington Federal - 1 Year
Washington Broadband Inc. - 1 Year
Bale Breaker Brewing Company - 1 
Year

www.yakima.org
www.yakima.org


16   Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce  www.yakima.org

The Print Guys are Yakima’s Business Solutions Partner.

2802 W. Nob Hill Blvd., Suite B
Yakima, WA 98902

www.printguysprinting.com

As a 13 year member of the Greater Yakima Chamber of Commerce, we understand the challenges that local 
businesses face. We also know that the world of computers and print technology can be intimidating. 

So, here at Print Guys we have been partnering with Yakima Chamber Members to provide solutions for their day 
to day business printing needs. From the marketing items that bring new opportunities to the forms that keep 
operations running smoothly, our goal is to solve all of our customers’ challenges with the highest quality print-
ing and best customer service within the time frame that they need.

We make your
printing needs

   a reality.
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